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Welcome to the Christmas edition of Parent Post where we once again report on school activities 
which we believe support academic achievements as well as personal development.  As usual 
there is much going on. 
 
Our Specialist Schools programme continues and this term has seen our scientists and 
mathematicians visiting our Family of Schools to teach units of work.  Over the year all schools will 
receive a visit.  Teachers in our Family of Schools also joined together on a Science Inset Day at 
the University.  Here we were offered thoughts and experiences to enrich the Science programme. 
 
This term Progress Reviews have been issued to all students.  Some year groups have had these 
followed up at Progress Evenings.  These Reviews are now becoming part of the school 
achievement culture and a focus for dialogue with students.  The progress being made by the 
majority of students is impressive and we anticipate the best results for the school to date when 
they are published in August 2008. 
 
Our students have paid visits to theatres and organisations locally and in Europe.  All visits receive 
the same feedback – the students are a credit to the school and young people in general.  This is 
what we like to hear and this reflects the general atmosphere around school. Unfortunately a small 
number of pupils challenge our community rules and have found themselves receiving sanctions 
or indeed Permanent Exclusions. 
 
In the last weeks we have presented the Winter Concert, a super event where the many talents of 
our students were on show.  Although only an opinion I felt it to be the best concert to date.  This 
was followed by a Rock Concert with our home based band ‘Stop the Wedding’ being the overall 
winner.  Some students will be watching the traditional Rock Mime whilst others will have end of 
term activities to reward them for their work over the term. 
 
Developments to improve school environment are progressing and we are pleased to announce 
that the new Sixth Form Centre facility will be ready for the start of term in January. 
 
Our website continues to ‘post’ some of the school activities and all calendar events are listed for 
your reference. 
 
The next term is a short one and there is much planned.  We hope you can join us at some of the 
events. 
 
On behalf of the school can I wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a successful New Year.  We 
look forward to meeting you to celebrate success at Progress Evenings. 
 
MR GULLIS 
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Student Voice is an area which we are continually 
developing at Rushcliffe.  To help with this we will 
be carrying out a survey of all Year 7’s on their 
transition into Rushcliffe.  The survey will look at 
their experiences to date and any concerns they 
have.  The results of this survey will be reviewed 
by the school council.  This will be an on-line 
survey and will be the start of what we hope will 
be an effective tool to gain student opinion on a 
wide range of issues. 
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With the rise in the number of websites where film 
clips can easily be uploaded, cyber bullying is 
becoming more of an issue.  Most mobile phones 
are now capable of taking short movie clips and 
then up loaded onto these sites.  This can create 
problems for people where they can be filmed 
without their knowledge or consent in difficult 
situations.  To try and avoid this we took the 
decision some time ago to ban mobile phones in 
school.  The school anti-bullying policy is also 
being updated to include these concerns.  The 
issue is not just related to mobile phones 
however; cyber bullying can take place through 
the use of e-mail, Instant messaging, chat rooms 
and social networking sites to name but a few.   
The Government is also recognising cyber 
bullying as a real issue. We all need to be aware 
of it and respond if pupils use technologies in 
such inappropriate ways.   At school where any 
child feels they may be a victim of this, they 
should immediately report it to a teacher or 
the PSU. 
 

There are some very good websites including, 
www.direct.gov.uk/cyberbullying , and   
http://www.stopcyberbullying.org/parents/inde
x.html  which give lots of information and advice 
on this issue and how we can protect and/or 
support children and adults.   
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Sometimes students forget to bring their        
Cashless Catering Card to school.  If this happens 
students should go to the School kitchen during 
lunchtime after 12.40p.m. (see Personal Organiser) 
when they will be able to get something to eat by 
queuing at the back of the queue.  The next day 
they must remember their card.  If it cannot be 
found a replacement must be purchased.  The 
kitchen is not able to provide credit for students who 
persistently forget their cards. 
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It has been a very busy term with fixtures and 
extra curricular activities and our teams have 
been doing very well. Activities club has been 
running successfully in years 7, 8 and 9 and will 
start again after Christmas. Auditions for 
Springboard 2008 are taking place and there 
have been a lot of acts auditioning across all year 
groups. Springboard will take place in February. 
 
Summary of achievements this term  
Year 10 Girls  Netball - County Runners up. 
Year 7 Girls  5 a side football -County Runners up. 
Year 7/8 Girls  football still in the South Notts Cup 
and County Cup. 
Year 9 Boys  football still in the South Notts cup. 
Year 10 Boys  football reached the semi-final of the 
Forest Bowl. 
Year 11 Boys  football still in the South Notts cup. 
Sixth Form football team are in the semi-final of the 
County Cup. 
 
Year 9 inter form cross country results.  
There were some excellent individual runs and 
the team results are below. Well done to those 
forms. 
 1st 9H 
 2nd 9W 
 3rd 9Y 
 
See you all at Springboard in 2008. 
 
PE DEPARTMENT 
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There have been many citizenship activities this 
year and the pupils have responded to them with 
an enthusiastic attitude. The year 7 pupils who 
have joined Citizen’s Club participated in a 
competition to design a coat 
for Deaf Assistance dogs to 
raise awareness of the 
important work that they do 
and many pupils joined in 
the sponsored signathon to 
raise money for a local deaf 
charity. Caitlin Ferguson’s 
outfit was modelled by Miss 
Russell’s dog Jarvis for the 
photographs. Natalie Yeung, 
Annie Goman, Ellena Self, Maisie Brown and 
Becky Kirkham ran a coffee morning in aid of the 
Meningitis Trust, which involved a lot of 
dedication and hard work. The same pupils then 
organised a sponsored leg wax for Children in 



Need and Citizen’s Club helped to raise even 
more money for this cause through a Teddy Bear 
auction, during which Mitch Geere kindly gave up 
his dinner break to help out. Some of Miss Chan’s 
tutor group have participated in carol singing to 
raise money for the WWF and many children are 
set to join in the sponsored chat for Oxfam 
Unwrapped this week.  
 
Being a good citizen is also about raising 
awareness of different issues and this has been 
helped by Radiowaves. We are now able to 
construct and broadcast programmes about a 
variety of issues and we are currently working on 
programmes about the difficulties faced by the 
homeless and a show about books which help us 
to be better citizens, kindly contributed to by 
Reader’s Group. Stevie Grieves, Bex Bailey, 
Reuben Balkitis and Amy Byard are the student 
leaders of this project and will use the show to 
increase awareness of citizenship issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week, we raised money for the local hospice 
through the sale of HIV awareness ribbons, 
pencils and rulers and during this event, many 
pupils kindly gave up their time to raise 
awareness of this important issue. We have also 
been thinking about some ideas for utilising the 
money that we won for our participation in the G 
Nation competition to further our fund-raising 
efforts, so watch this space! 
 
Sadie Wilson, Jack Smith, Stevie Grieves and 
Bex Bailey represented our school at the G 
Nation winners day and we spent a long time 
working on our banner which said ‘Break the 
Poverty Chain’       and looked extremely effective 
when displayed on the Citizenship Foundation 
bus. 
 
A concert earlier in the year set up by Henry 
Burnett and friends was held in Nottingham City 
Centre and helped to raise money for a variety of 
charities and the fantastic Battle of the Bands 
event last week organised by Jack Rose and 
James Britton raised over six hundred pounds for 
War Child, which is testament to the effort and 
enthusiasm that these pupils put into the event. 

Youth Parliament was also launched this month 
and we are hoping to follow up last year’s 
success with another strong team. Laurie 
Matarasso and Jack Smith from the sixth form are 
taking the role of Leader of the Opposition and 
Prime Minister respectively and Bex Bailey is 
once more going to act as Press Officer.  
 
I would like to thank all of the children who have 
participated in these events this year and anyone 
who wishes to be part of these activities should 
see Miss Russell for more information. 
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Rushcliffe is one of 30 schools nationally to have 
been chosen to take part in the government’s 
initiative ‘Radiowaves’.  This is a project set up by 
the Ministry of Justice that allows pupils to create 
radio broadcasts about issues they feel strongly 
about, or events that happen in their local area.  
The broadcasts are put on their ‘Radiowaves’ 
website and can be heard by the public and the 
government. 
 
Four of the ten pupils taking part were trained 
how to use the equipment, given to the school by 
the government, to produce material for their 
‘radio station’.  Everyone had a brilliant day and 
learned a lot.  During the day, the pupils made 
broadcasts about the one child policy in China 
and racial segregation. 
 
This is a great way for young people to get their 
voices heard and the participating pupils are 
hoping to be quite prolific! 
 
To listen to the broadcasts go to 
www.radiowaves.co.uk/rushcliffeschool 
 
BEX BAILEY – YEAR 11 
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Rushcliffe School won a regional prize in the 
Citizenship Foundation’s Giving Nation Awards in 
recognition of their students’ outstanding charity 
and campaigning work. 
 
The school was invited to HM Treasury to join 
young winners from nine UK schools on 29  
October to collect their prize, a £1,000 grant 
towards future charity action. 
 
To enter the awards, the Nottingham team wrote 
a diary on the G-Nation website describing their 



charitable activity, volunteering and campaigning 
activities throughout the school. 
 
Felicity Tyson, Websites Editor at the Citizenship 
Foundation and member of this year’s judging 
panel commented: “The judges were particularly 
impressed with the strength of the Rushcliffe’s 
“Citizen’s Club”.  The Citizen’s Club is an 
excellent example of a charity team who 
demonstrate a huge commitment to raising 
awareness, recruiting the support of fellow 
students and real initiative in working with local 
media and press to raise awareness of the 
students’ work to make a difference.” 
 
Pupils said “We have supported local as well as 
national charities.  Giving up our time for others 
has helped us to realise that we can make a big 
difference.  It has created a caring atmosphere 
where we as pupils realise that we can have an 
impact on the world around us.” 
 
Activities organised by Citizen’s Club included 
writing and performing a play in aid of Water Aid, 
a 24 hour Sponsored Silence in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Care and busking in the school 
playground for a range of charities. 
 
Students commented “During G-Week, a national 
week when schools around the UK take action for 
charity, we organised a busking session in the 
playground, raising money for lots of charities, 
including NSPCC, OXFAM and the local Millgate 
Cattery.” 
 
The Giving Nation schools programme promotes 
and supports young people’s learning and 
engagement in charitable activity, volunteering 
and campaigning through free school resources, 
an online awards programme and a web 
community at www.g-nation.co.uk 
 
Eight other schools won regional awards of 
£1,000 to put towards future charity activities.  
Everyone received their awards at a ceremony  at 
HM Treasury on Monday 29 October.  The 
National prize was awarded to Felpham 
Community College in West Sussex. 
 
The Giving Nation Awards – a pupil’s recount 
 
I was one of the five Rushcliffe pupils that 
travelled down to London on 29 October to collect 
the school’s Giving National regional award of 
£1000. 
 
The day started with an award ceremony at HM 
Treasury, followed by some photos. 
We were then all able to go on an open-top bus 
tour on London.  Each school has been required 

to make a banner with their own personal 
citizenship-related message on it, to hang off the 
side of the bus during the tour.  Ours was 
certainly one of the best, with the message 
“Break the Poverty Chain.” 

It was a fun day out for all and a chance to 
experience London culture.  It was nice to be 
rewarded for all the charity work we did last year. 
 
Sixth Former Jack Smith was one of the other 
pupils present on the trip and he commented on 
the day, saying “I thoroughly enjoyed the day and 
felt that winning the award was a great accolade 
for the school.  The money will also be a great 
help in promoting citizenship and its benefits 
within the school.” 
 
The school has signed up for the competition 
again this school year and we are already 
working hard to ensure a national win this time, 
which would mean a trip to Kenya! 
 
BEX BAILEY – YEAR 11 
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This year has started off very well with 3 groups 
of year 10 and 3 groups of year 12 taking up the 
challenge.  All the groups are making very good 
and fast progress through the training.   We now 
meet on 3 occasions each week instead of the 
one we used last year. 
 
Last year’s participants are currently finishing off 
the coursebook requirement after completing the 
expedition last Summer.  I am very proud of their 
attitude, commitment and behaviour out of school. 
So far we have had 16 students complete the 
course with another 19 due to complete after 
Christmas. If you have a son/daughter still doing 
the award from last year please help by asking  
 



 
them to get the book signed up and to hand it in 
A.S.A.P ‘Thank You’. 
 
At the moment all of this year’s groups are busy 
planning their expeditions for after Easter.  After 
Christmas our evening sessions will be spent on 
familiarisation and training for First Aid, Camp 
Cooking, Navigation Training and Camp Craft 
Activities. This year I am focusing on starting all 
of the other activities (Service, Skill and Physical 
Recreation) earlier so when they have completed 
the expedition part of the award they should have 
completed the whole course. 
 
 I would also like to say on behalf of all the 
students who participated last year ‘THANK YOU’ 
for your time and effort supporting your child 
through this course, they would not have been 
able to do it without you. 
 
MR WITTS 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH COORDINATOR 
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On Thursday November 8th, the Ricoh Arena in 
Coventry hosted a special event. It was the 
Midlands heat of the Kids’ Lit Quiz, an 
international event to celebrate young people and 

their reading, Led by 
quizmaster Wayne Mills, 
from Australia. 
 
There were 26 teams at 
the heat.  Rushcliffe 
took two teams of four.  
The quiz consisted of 
ten rounds, and you 
could play a “joker” to 
score double points on 
one. The questions 
were very wide-ranging, 
on all aspects of 
children’s literature. 

 
I am delighted to say that we did very well, 
coming 5th and 7th. Each of our teams won a prize 
at the end of a round.  Congratulations to team 
members Richard Jones, Chris Ford, Ben List, 
Dara Fallon, Charlotte Jenkins, Holly Brown, 
Emma Roberts and Stevie Grieves; thanks also to 
reserves Dan Hoile and Georgina Earp.  
 
LRC STAFF 
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The Reading Club meets on Thursday lunch-
times in the LRC. Anyone is welcome.  These are 
a few things we have done this term. 

·  Millionnaire quiz 
·  “The book beside my bed” 
·  Interview with Mr Bowhay 
·  Planned a trip to “Looking for JJ” at the 

Lakeside Theatre 
·  In order to investigate citizenship issues in 

both modern and classic novels, members 
were asked to think of titles with a moral/ 
citizenship theme.  They were then 
interviewed by Rushcliffe Radio Waves, 
where they explained why they chose that 
book and why others should read it. This 
will be broadcast on the Rushcliffe Radio 
site. 

 
Come and join us! Make new friends! 
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Two groups of students from Years 11 and Year 
12 who are currently studying a language ( or 2 
languages) at GCSE or AS  went to the 
Languages Department at the University of 
Birmingham, to learn first hand  from current 
undergraduates about the  huge range of 
possibilities with 
Languages at Post-18. 
They also took part in 
Taster sessions in 
Chinese and Italian as 
well as workshops in the 
languages they are 
studying. They heard 
from students who had 
spent the 3rd year of their 
degree abroad and 
learnt some encouraging 
facts about employment 
rates for Language 
graduates.  Many of the 
GCSE students who accompanied us have now 
made their AS choices and will be continuing with 
the study of a language at AS. We hope the visit 
served to inspire them and open their eyes to the 
exciting possibilities beyond school. 
 
MRS COLLINS 
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May I take this opportunity to wish everybody a 
Happy Christmas and I look forward to working 
with you in the New Year. 
 
Christmas is a time for receiving new gear, 
mobiles, ipods, mp3 players etc. It is also a time 
when unfortunately robberies and thefts increase. 
Please take steps to safeguard your property. 
Use immobilise.com to register your phone so it 
would be useless to any would be thief. If you 
have to bring items like these into school, often 
against policy, keep them on your person, not in 
bags thrown into open lockers. On the streets, 
whilst out and about, keep your property hidden 
and out of the view of others. Be aware of 
persons who are around you. Unnecessary use of 
your phone for general chat is like having a lit 
Christmas tree on your ear in the dark evenings. 
It is an advertisement to the thief. Have a great 
Christmas but have a safe one. 
 
PC MARTIN TRISTRAM 
 
Please respect other peoples rights to enjoy 
themselves during this festive period whilst out 
and about in your groups.  Please ensure that you 
are not out drinking in public areas as extra 
patrols will be out and irresponsible behaviour will 
result in a visit by us to your home and possible 
prosecution. 
 
Have a fun filled festive period. 
 
INSPECTOR NORMAN ENGLAND 
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Residents in the Edwalton area recently met with 
the Police to discuss issues and concerns in their 
neighbourhood. 
 
One of the main concern was the amount of litter 
being dropped by Rushcliffe students (and other 
children) when they visit the shops on the way to 
school and drop the sweet wrappers on the 
footpath.  Village Street is particularly bad. 
 
If you live in the Edwalton area – please be 
courteous to your neighbours and put the litter in 

the bin / in your pocket, to dispose of at school or 
take it home with you ! 
 
RESPECT your environment and help to keep 
Edwalton a pleasant place to live. 
 
PC LEEK 
 

$�	�������		��.��&�$�	�������		��.��&�$�	�������		��.��&�$�	�������		��.��&�
�	���������	������	#�	���������	������	#�	���������	������	#�	���������	������	#� ���

 
Pierrepont Gamston Primary School and 
Rushcliffe School this term welcomed visitors 
from their link school Our Lady of the Rosary 
School in Goa, India.  The four teachers from Goa 
had an arduous 29 hour journey to Nottingham 
and spent a week visiting lessons in both schools, 
working alongside the Nottingham teachers and 
teaching some lessons.  Card- and jewellery-
making were a big hit with the pupils from 
Pierrepont Gamston!  Sister Emy Rodriguez, 
School Principal, was very impressed by the 
Thinking Skills activities employed, the patience 
of the staff and resource levels.  

 
The visit was part of the developing link between 
the three schools, funded by the British Council 
and part of a larger linking network co-ordinated 
by Anna Disney of Nottingham Trent University, 
through which schools from Nottinghamshire are 
linked with Goa and Bangalore. 
 
The Goan teachers were also able to visit 
Nottingham Trent University and were hosted at a 
Civic Reception in County Hall.  It was an 
intensive experience which concluded with some 
sight-seeing at the Castle, the Robin Hood Statue 
followed by an exhaustive shopping expedition! 
 
The link will continue through lessons in the three 
schools on shared themes, such as the local 
community and recycling, letter writing and a 
reciprocal visit by teachers from England to Goa 
in February.       
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Congratulations to Adele Coupland from 7Y who 
was the first name chosen with the correct 
answer to last issue’s Maths Challenge. 
 
The answer was 105.  This was obtained by 
choosing the numbers, 3,5 and 7. 
 
Over the Christmas Holidays why not try to solve 
this challenge and in the meantime win a £5 gift 
voucher. 
 
The letters ABC represent three different non 
zero digits. 
 
What is the value of A + B + C 
 

  A A 

+  B B 

  C C 

 A B C 
 
Please return your answer to your Maths teacher 
or Mr Lewis by Friday 18 January for your chance 
to win. 
 
MR LEWIS 
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This was a huge success as usual, with a variety 
of musical items including performances by swing 

band, string orchestra, concert band and 
woodwind group as well as some excellent solo 
and group work from pupils of all ages.  Duncan 
Gallagher’s violin solo was particularly impressive 
from a Year 9 pupil and Matt Neilson’s  guitar solo 
was a big hit once we had overcome the initial 

problem of a backing singer standing on his lead 
and pulling the plug out! 
 
It is always very enjoyable to see Year 7 pupils 
mixing with those from Year 12 and 13 on these 
occasions and being inspired by those with 
greater experience.  The sixth form choir sang 
two sets of songs on their own, and then led the 
rest of the performers and the audience in singing 
a few Christmas Carols and sang with the 
Concert Band. 

 
It was great to hear the whole of B hall filled with 
parents and grandparents all joining in. 
 
Thank you all those who took part, and well done. 
 
Coming up: Rock Night takes place on 23 
January . 
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Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I can’t believe how quickly this first term has flown 
by!  Year 7 have settled in very well and adapted 
to life at Rushcliffe.  They know their way round 
the large campus and fears of getting lost are just 
a distance memory! 
 
We have enjoyed many successes this term.  The 
trips to Walesby helped to bond each of the tutor 
groups and new friendships were forged.  Each 
form has elected two representatives for our Year 
Council, and two members represent our year in 
the School Council.  We have had one interesting 
and useful council meeting and we look forward 
to the next. 
 
After School Club has been well attended, and 
sporting activities are enjoyed. 
 
The recent Progress Review was very 
encouraging.  76% of the year received a 
certificate of congratulations. 
 



120 students have already been awarded a 
Bronze certificate for 23 commendations and 14 
have gained their Silver certificate for 50 
commendations.  We enjoyed an Achievement 
assembly to present these awards. 
 
We are looking forward to celebrating Christmas 
with a party organised by some of the sixth form 
and a film on the last day of term.  
 
I am sure Year 7 have enjoyed their first term at 
Rushcliffe and I hope your experience has been 
as positive as ours. 
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a 
successful New Year. 
 
MRS ROBERTS – YEAR LEADER  
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During this half term there has been a series of 
Science events. 
 
During Chemistry Week , Y10 pupils attended a 
lecture titled ‘Chemistry in the Community’. Y11 
pupils attended a lecture on careers in Chemistry 
and Y12 attended a lecture titled ‘natural vs man 
made chemical’. 
 
I am sure all of those pupils who attended would 
like to pass on their thanks to the Chemistry team 
for delivering the sessions. 
 
The trip to Paris  which allowed a number of Year 
8 pupils to visit La Villette and further develop 
their Science language skills was a great 
success.  Mr Imrie and two pupils share their 
experience of the trip below: 
 
“After an early start from Rushcliffe, we arrived in 
Paris for our 
evening meal.  
Vegetarians were 
superbly catered 
for as usual in Paris 
with a plate of just 
pasta.  We were up 
early the next day 
for La Villette which 
is a large science 
museum on the 
outskirts of Paris.  
In the museum 
pupils were able to 
visits lots of 
exhibits such as 
the planetarium, a 3D cinema, an aquarium as 

well as getting involved with lots of interactive 
activities.  On the third day we went to Paris and 
did the usual tourist things.  We went up the Eiffel 
Tower, had 
lunch at the 
Louvre, went 
up the Arc de 
Triomphe and 
walked down 
the Champs 
Elysees.  In 
the evening 
we went to a 
restaurant to 
sample more chicken and chips and finished off 
the evening with a boat trip along the River Seine.  
The Year 8 pupils were a credit to the school and 
have learned more about Science as well as 
improved their language skills.” 
 
Day 1 
We got on the coach at the early unbearable hour 
of 6.00 a.m.  Everyone was so excited but we 
were all too tired to show it.  I think most people 
fell asleep.  At Dover, the White Cliffs were 
amazing but we didn’t feel so good on the ferry, 
as it was rocking around and making everyone 
feel ill.  We went to find somewhere to sit and eat 
our lunch.  When we went out on the deck, it was 
cold and wet but we could see France.  We had 
to get back on the coach and drive into France.  
We were all so excited! 
 
When we arrive at the hotel everybody was tired, 
hungry but also hyper at the fact we had arrived.  
We ate spaghetti that night and had showers and 
got tucked up in bed.  But I don’t think anyone got 
to sleep for a while… 
 
Day 2 
After a day of travelling we were all ready excited 
on the first day of our trip. 
 
When we got up we had a French breakfast of 
baguette, croissants and pain au chocolat.  We all 
got on the coach and set off to La Villete, the 
Science Museum.  When we got there we 
wandered round, there was lot’s of interactive 
things to do.  There were also two gift shops and 
an aquarium; we also had something to eat for 
lunch. 
 
Next we went on a walk round the lake and round 
some of Paris.  When we got back we went to the 
3D cinema and put our yellow 3D glasses and 
watched the film about sea creatures. 
 
After that we went to the planetarium which was 
also really good. 
 



Day 3 
This was the life!  Driving around Paris!  Everyone 
kept trying to see the Eiffel Tower but kept 
mistaking it for pointing buildings!  The bus made 
a circle around L’Arc de Triomph and passed the 
amazing buildings towards the Eiffel Tower.  The 
queues for the lifts were long but fast moving and 
next thing we knew we were zooming up Le tour 
du Eiffel. The top was amazing, must have been 
the highlight of the trip.  The city of old and new, 
of love and fashion, right before our eyes!  But all 
this sight seeing had made us hungry so we went 
off to the Louvre for some shopping and lunch.  
After one hour of blissful shopping we actually 
went to the Arc du Triomphe.  I can proudly say 
I’ve climbed up and down the 233 steps, or was it 
244!   We walked down the Champ Elysees. It 
had been a long day and we were ready to dine 
out.  The restaurant was nice and the food was 
yummy.  It must have been nine o’clock in the 
evening when we got on the boat. Every time we 
passed another boat we all frantically waved and 
every time we passed under a bridge we all stood 
up, I think even the teachers did.  It was 
FREEZING!  But cool to see the beauties of Paris 
at night-time, from the Notre Dame to the Eiffel 
Tower.  We had the best day of our school lives, 
and one to remember for the rest of ours! 
 

By Izzy Samuels and Lilah Francis 
 
Once again I am sure the pupils involved would 
like to pass on their thanks to the staff who 
accompanied them. 
 
A number of Year 9 pupils have started their 
quest to gain a Bronze Crest Award which is a 
national science and technology competition.  
They are currently investigating the best ways in 
which to cheat in a game of conkers.  Elliot, 
Duncan and Nathan are at the testing phase at 
the moment and initial results show that a good 
soaking in “Cillit Bang” does little to improve the 
conker’s impact properties! 
 
There are plans in the pipeline for the Year 9 
event – watch this space. 
 

March 7 – 16 is Science Week  and we will be 
hosting a number of competitions and activities. 
 

Catch up with more Specialist Science and Maths 
news in future editions of Parent Post. 
 

If you wish to share your ideas and make 
suggestions on how be can build on our positive 
start to the year and further enrich our pupils 
experience of Science and Maths please contact 
the school. 
 

Many thanks. 
MR GRAY - CURRICULUM LEADER - SCIENCE 
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A big thank you to everyone who attended the 
Y11  Progress  Evening on 28 November.  Your 
attendance is very highly valued and we hope 
that you found the evening to be a useful and 
positive one.  From our own perspective, we were 
very pleased with the way the evening went.  We 
were lucky enough to meet many satisfied 
parents and were able to pass on some very 
positive comments and discuss revision 
strategies which could be employed before the 
mock exams. 
 
By the time you read this, your son/daughter will 
have sat their mocks.  The results won’t be known 
until January; however, we are anticipating some 
very good results!  Whatever your son’s/ 
daughter’s results, it is important that we treat 
them as a learning curve.  A very good set of 
results indicates that things are going well, but 
pupils need to remain focussed and keep working 
hard.  If a poor set of results were received, it 
could well be a wake-up call for your 
son/daughter in order to change their study 
practices and focus on the main event next May 
and June. 
 
Finally, a mixed set of results might mean that 
pupils need to focus more clearly on particular 
subjects or issues. 
 
There are other indicators of performance, of 
course, one of which is the Progress Review; this 
was published two weeks before the Progress 
Evening in November, with the view of using the 
information contained as a basis for discussion.  
This was largely successful and well received by 
parents.  The results that the Progress Review 
generated were excellent, and almost 70% of the 
year received letters of congratulations for a 
variety of reasons; some were ‘most improved’, 
some displayed an ‘excellent attitude’ and some 
were ‘working above their target’.  Awards in any 
of these categories indicate that Y11 are serious 
about their work, serious about their 
achievements and starting to become very clearly 
focussed on what they can achieve this year.  It 
has been suggested that this Y11 will achieve the 
best set of results to date at Rushcliffe School.  
We will be working hard to make this a reality 
during the coming months and we thank both 
students and parents for their help and support in 
the pursuit of this aim.  
 
KEY STAGE 4 ACHIEVEMENT TEAM 
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Can we please make the point that jeans are not 
part of the school uniform.  Over the weeks more 
and more girls have been wearing ‘skinny jeans’ 
instead of the expected trousers, which are 
indicated in the School Uniform Policy. 
 
Pupils wearing such jeans will be challenged as 
the new term begins.  Challenges are not the 
appropriate way to build positive relationships so 
we hope that the traditional January sales will 
provide opportunities to restock wardrobes with 
trousers. 
 
It is worth noting that the Government has 
supported schools on uniform and indicate that if 
uniform policies are continually ignored, pupils 
can be sent home and an unauthorised absence 
placed on their attendance record. 
 
MR GULLIS 
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Mon 7 Jan - New Term begins 
Fri 11 Jan - GCSE Leisure & Tourism 

module exam 
Tues 15 Jan - Y13 Progress Evening 
Tues 22 Jan - Y11 GCSE Poetry Live 
Wed 23 Jan - Rock Night 
Wed 30 Jan - Y9 Options Evening 
Thurs 31 Jan - INSET DAY – School 

Closed 
Thurs 7 Feb - Intermediate Maths 

Challenge (Y11) 
Fri 8 Feb - Ski Trip 
Mon 11 Feb - Half Term Begins 
Mon 18 Feb - School restarts after Half 

Term 
Thurs 21 Feb - Y9 Progress Evening 
Wed 27 Feb 
Thurs 28 Feb 

- 
Springboard 

Fri 29 Feb - Y12/Y13 Business Studies 
Trip 

Mon 3 March - Y10 Maths Module Exam 
Tues 4 March - Y11 Revision Workshops 

Y7 Progress Evening 
Wed 5 March - Y11 Revision Workshops 

Y10 Science Module Exam 
Fri 14 March - Last Day of Term 
Mon 17 Mar – 
Fri 28 March - Easter Holidays 
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Rushcliffe School Prayer Meeting takes place every 
half term in the Sixth Form Common Room at 
Rushcliffe Leisure Centre from 8.00p.m. – 9.00p.m. 
(meeting together at the Leisure Centre foyer at 
8.00p.m.) 
 
The meeting is open to anyone involved with the 
school.   Parents, grandparents, mentors or carers are 
invited to come and spend an hour praying for pupils, 
teachers and the school in general. 
 
Dates of the next meetings until the end of the 
academic year are: 
 Thursday 13 December 2007 
 Thursday 7 February 2008 
 Thursday 13 March 2008 
 Thursday 22 May 2008 
 Thursday 10 July 2008 
 
For further information contact: 0115 9141798 
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Dear Parent / Carers 
 
Rushcliffe School is working together with Exigent 
Photography a portrait studio based in Ruddington to 
help raise funds for the school.  The School has put 
together a special offer with the help of Exigent 
Photography to provide a special portrait sitting for you 
and your family. This can include grandparent’s aunts, 
uncle’s cousins, brothers, sisters the choice is yours. 
 
This special offer that has been put together will only 
cost you £25.00 which is being happily donated to the 
school. The school will put this money towards buying 
outdoor table tennis tables. This special offer entitles 
you to an 8”x10” framed portrait of your choice. 
Examples of the studios work can be viewed at 
http://www.exigentphotography.co.uk 
 
If you or any members of your family are interested in 
this offer, please fill in the slip at the bottom of this 
letter and return it to Mr Harrison  in the school office 
with a cheque for £25.00 made payable to Rushcliffe 
School Fund.  Exigent Photography will contact you to 
arrange a portrait sitting. A letter of confirmation will be 
sent out to you with all the information you require for 
capturing those special moments that you will be able 
to treasure forever.  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Name: ……………………………………………….. 
Address: ………………………………………..…… 
………………………………………………………… 
Post Code: ………………………………………….. 
Daytime Tel. No: ……………………………………. 
Mobile: ……………………………………………….. 
email: ………………………………………………… 



 
 
 


